
 

14th Annual Water Awareness Poster Contest 
Overview 

 

Overview: 

Theme: Do Your Part, Be Water Smart! 

This year, students will learn about how water utilities contribute to public safety for our communities, the 
importance of safety when working with or playing in water, and how we all can contribute to the safety of 
our drinking water supply through pollution prevention. Additionally, students will learn about the 
importance of conservation and how they can encourage others to conserve, too! 
 
This year's theme has four main topics: 
 
• Fire Protection 
• Pollution & Water Quality 
• Water Conservation 
• Safety Around Water 

 
This year’s program also features a Water Use Challenge to encourage students, teachers and their families 
to learn about their home water use to get started making water use reductions! Challenge details are 
provided at the end of this document. 
 

 
 

Examples of a winning posters from our 13th annual program (2021-2022). Theme: “Do Your Part, Be Water 
Smart!” 
 

Fire Protection: 
 
a. Key Ideas 

• Water utilities keep communities safe by taking care of fire hydrants. 
• Fire departments use hydrants to fill their trucks or to put out fires. 



 

 
b. Related Discussion Questions: 

Q: How do water utilities contribute to fire safety for our communities? 
A: Fire hydrants provide water supply to firefighters to put out fires. Fire hydrants are 
connected under the ground to a series of pipes that are connected to the same water 
pipes bring water to your homes. Fire hydrants are installed and inspected regularly by the 
local water utility to make sure they are working properly and ready to go if needed. The 
water utility also operates large pumps to supply pressure in the pipes to force water out 
when the pipes are opened. 

 
Q: Why does water put out a fire? 
A: When water hits a fire, it cools the flame and reduces the air supply to the flame that is 
needed to keep the fire burning. 

 
Q: Why is it important to have a fire safety plan? 
A: Fire is fast. It only takes minutes for smoke and flames to fill a house. Fire is hot; room 
temperatures in a fire can be 100 degrees at floor level. Fires produce smoke and gases 
that can harm us. 
 

Pollution & Water Quality: 
 

 

a. Key Ideas 
• Definition of water pollution (specifically groundwater and stormwater) Negative effects of 

pollution. 
• Ideas for preventing stormwater and groundwater pollution. 

 

b. Related Discussion Questions: 
 

Q: What is stormwater pollution? 
A: Stormwater pollution occurs when debris makes its way into stormwater drains and into 
local bodies of water. 

 
Q: What are some of the negative impacts of pollution? 
A: Polluted water has a negative impact on wildlife, as wildlife depends on clean water to drink. 
Polluted water can even have an impact on recreational activities. An example is when 
beach areas are closed because of red tide -- a type of algae that thrives on the nutrients 
found in plant fertilizers. 

 
Q: What are some ways you can prevent stormwater pollution? 
A: Help prevent stormwater pollution by planting a variety of Florida-friendly plants, not 
littering, adjust downspouts, reducing fertilizer and chemical use in landscapes, and 
disposing of oils and similar products properly. 



 

Water Conservation: 
 

a. Key Ideas: 
 

• There is a limited supply of fresh water on Earth. Water covers most (about 71%) 
of the Earth's surface, but only about 3% is freshwater. Of the freshwater, almost 
70% is frozen, locked away in ice caps & glaciers. A large portion of our 
freshwater is underground in storage areas called aquifers. 

• Wasteful use of water can be avoided by doing simple things like fixing leaks. 
• Changes in our habits can reduce water use. 
• Water on Earth is recycled over and over again. This recycling process is called a 

water cycle. 
• Recycling wastewater is an option for “stretching” limited water supplies. Wastewater 

plants can treat wastewater to near drinking water quality and recycle it for use for 
irrigation or for commercial uses.  Some area utilities are exploring the possibility of 
returning reclaimed (recycled) water to our underground water supplies for future 
use as a drinking water source. 

 
b. Related Discussion Questions: 

 

• How much water is salty, fresh, and frozen? Illustrate or demonstrate the 
percentages. 

 
• Where are oceans, fresh water, and ice located? What water is fresh water, and 

saltwater around the Tampa Bay area? Are ponds natural or manmade in our 
neighborhoods? Do they serve as stormwater storage areas to prevent flooding and 
reduce the amount of stormwater runoff that reaches our rivers, lakes and the Gulf 
of Mexico? 

 
• Discuss how they think the natural water cycle may be similar to or different than 

cleaning wastewater to near drinking water quality then returning it to underground 
water supplies for future use.  Both processes return “used” water to communities 
to be used again. One process (the water cycle) uses nature to recycle and clean 
and filter water to be used as a drinking water source. The other process 
(reclaimed water production) combines nature and technology to recycle and clean 
water for reuse. 

 
• Ask students to list all the things they do during the course of a typical day then 

imagine and discuss what it might be like to have less water available to them. 
 

• Ask students to identify one thing they might change about their water use habits 
that would reduce their water use without negatively affecting their day. 

 
Safety Around Water: 

 

• Key Ideas: 
• Water can cause accidents, such as burns, drowning or slips and falls. 



 

• Some water-related accidents cause serious injuries or death. 
• Using care can reduce risks around water. 

 
b. Related Discussion Questions 

 

Q: Why is it important to be careful when using electric-powered devices around water? 
A: Because water contains salts and minerals that conducts electricity, or allows the 
electricity to move from one thing, such as cord, to another, which could result in electric 
shock. Also, stay out of the water during electrical storms -- lightning contains electricity. 

 
Q: What safety tips can we use around water to prevent drowning? 
A: Always swim with a friend or parent. If you get tired when swimming, get out of the water 
to rest for a bit. 

 
Q: What are some ways you and your family can help prevent water-related accidents in the 
home? 
A: Use care when boiling water on the stove, be sure to pick up ice if dropped and to wipe 
up water or other liquid spills.  
 

Poster Ideas: 
Teachers are encouraged to expand on one of the four main ideas for this year’s theme by developing a 
lesson plan around how water utilities contribute to public safety, the effects of water pollution, how 
utility the importance of conservation, and safety around water. 

 
For the contest, student’s poster designs should illustrate one of the four main ideas in order to remain 
competitive in the contest. We also encourage you and your class to take this a step further and come up 
with other creative poster ideas that relate to the topics but aren’t listed below. 

 
Below is a list of poster ideas as they relate to each main idea. These are simply meant to provide you 
with some guidance. Creative designs are highly encouraged as posters will show what students learned 
to their community! 

 
Main Idea 1: How Water Utilities Contribute to Public Safety 

• Drippy hooking up a fire hose to a fire hydrant. 
• Drippy helping to install a new fire hydrant on a street. 

Main Idea 2: Water Pollution 

• Drippy’s importance to the survival of animals, humans, and plants. 
• Preventing Drippy from getting polluted. 

Main Idea 3: The Importance of Water Conservation 

• Drippy/person checking for leaks. 
• Drippy showing ways to save water. 

Main Idea 4: Safety Around Water 

• Drippy swimming with a buddy. 
• Drippy helping at home to wipe up spilled water. 



Water Use Challenge 

Students complete a home water use survey online at home-water-works.org/calculator. The calculator 
will generate a report that provides information about annual and daily water use in the home, illustrate 
where water is used in the home and provide a carbon footprint score. 

• Save the generated report by selecting “Print/Save,” print to PDF.
• Go to watercontest.org to enter student in the challenge and upload the home water use report.
• All entry materials must be uploaded online no later than April 14, 2023, for consideration.

Please note:  Challenge participants must complete the online water use survey twice – once at the 
beginning of classroom work on the Water Awareness Poster Contest and again at the completion of 
contest classroom work to be eligible to be considered for challenge prizes. 

Student Prizes 

Gift cards will be awarded to the three challenge participants showing the greatest levels of reduced 
water use from beginning to end of the challenge. Prizes will be mailed to winners, using the mailing 
address provided at the time report PDFs are uploaded online, and challenge winner names will be posted 
online at watercontest.org. 

• First Place -- $100 cash card

• Second Place -- $50 cash card
• Third Place -- $25 cash card

Classroom Participation Prize 

The teacher with the largest number of Water Use Challenge participants will receive a $100 gift card 
delivered to their classroom along with other participation prizes. 

Resources: 
Please visit our website WaterContest.org for the detailed teacher lesson plan and additional resources to 
assist you with teaching your class about topics related to this year's them, reinforce learning, and help 
students build their posters. 

Materials: All registered teachers will receive a packet with the following materials: 

• Stickers (Drippy)
• (1) Coloring Sheet for copying (additional choices available on 

watercontest.org
• Return Tags
• Home Water Use Challenge Take Home Sheet for copying
• Tote Bag
• Return Form
• Rubric

https://www.watercontest.org/
https://www.watercontest.org/
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