
 

14th Annual Water Awareness Poster Contest 
 

 
 
This year’s theme is “We Need Water; Water Needs Us.” Participating students will learn about how water 
utilities contribute to public safety for our communities, the importance of safety when working with or playing 
in water, and how we all can contribute to the safety of our drinking water supply through pollution prevention. 
Additionally, students will learn about the importance of conservation and how they can encourage others to 
conserve, too! 
 
This year's theme, "We Need Water; Water Needs Us," has four main topics: 
 

• Fire Protection 
• Pollution & Water Quality 
• Water Conservation 
• Safety Around Water 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Examples of a winning posters from our 13th annual program (2021-2022). Theme: “Do Your Part, Be Water 
Smart!” 
 
This year’s theme has four main ideas: 
 
1. How Water is Provided to the Community/Water Cycle 
2. Water Pollution  
3. How Utility Companies Protect, Care for, and Reuse Water  
4. The Importance of Conservation Main Ideas: How Water is Provided to the Community/Water Cycle: 
 

 

 

 



 

Fire Protection: 
 
a. Key Ideas 

• Water utilities keep communities safe by taking care of fire hydrants. 
• Fire departments use hydrants to fill their trucks or to put out fires. 

  



 

b. Background 
 

Fire safety is an important public safety measure that requires coordination among governments, 
businesses, schools and individuals to protect the people and properties in our communities. Fire is highly 
dangerous because it can quickly, without warning, damage or destroy buildings and cause severe and 
painful injuries and, at times, death for people caught in its path. Last year, firefighters in Pasco County were 
called on to put out nearly 800 fires.  

 
Firefighters rely on water utilities to install and maintain fire hydrants across the County to ensure, in the 
event of a fire, that there will be a working fire hydrant nearby. Because fire engines have a limited capacity 
and fire hoses flow high amounts of water, fire engines can be connected to a fire hydrant to serve as a 
reliable, continuous flow of water to extinguish a fire.  
 
As an added safety measure, knowing what to do in the event of fire can help reduce personal injury and 
save lives. 

 
c. Related Discussion Questions: 

Q: How do water utilities contribute to fire safety for our communities? 
A: Fire hydrants provide water supply to firefighters to put out fires. Fire hydrants are 
connected under the ground to a series of pipes that are connected to the same water 
pipes bring water to your homes. Fire hydrants are installed and inspected regularly by the 
local water utility to make sure they are working properly and ready to go if needed. The 
water utility also operates large pumps to supply pressure in the pipes to force water out 
when the pipes are opened. 

 
Q: Why does water put out a fire? 
A: When water hits a fire, it cools the flame and reduces the air supply to the flame that is 
needed to keep the fire burning. 

 
Q: Why is it important to have a fire safety plan? 
A: Fire is fast. It only takes minutes for smoke and flames to fill a house. Fire is hot; room 
temperatures in a fire can be 100 degrees at floor level. Fires produce smoke and gases 
that can harm us. 
 

Discuss with students what they should do in the event their clothing were to catch on fire, using this 
information:  Stop moving; running or moving around worsens the fire. Drop to the floor; if you stay standing 
you can burn your face. Fold you arms high on your chest to protect your face. Roll slowly on the floor or 
ground to put the fire out.  
 

 
 

Pollution & Water Quality: 
 



 

a. Key Ideas: 
 

 

 
 

 
Definition of water pollution (specifically groundwater and stormwater) 
Negative effects of pollution 
Ideas for preventing stormwater and groundwater pollution 

 

b. Background 
 
Removing water from streets and neighborhoods is an important task. Water flowing through community 
draining pipes if often referred to as an urban watershed. Before storm drainage systems were common, 
cities experienced localized flooding because of poor or nonexistent drainage patterns and flooded sewer 
systems. Both circumstances caused significant health and safety concerns that warranted solutions. Today, 
housing developers are required to install storm water drainage system when building communities.  
 
Historically, water diverted to storm water systems received little of no treatment before flowing into a stream 
or water body.  Environmental agencies found that water draining off lawns, sidewalks, driveways, parking 
lots, and streets can carry significant amounts of pollutants. These pollutants include fertilizers, motor oil, 
litter, pesticides, animal waste and other contaminants. Receiving water bodies were degraded and aquatic 
plants and animals were affected. Some communities resolved the problem by channeling storm runoff into a 
wastewater treatment plant. But this is an expensive procedure and some treatment plants are unequipped 
to process inorganic materials found in urban runoff.  
 
Solutions to urban storm water pollution problems require participation from everyone. 
Homeowners can help by carefully following directions when applying pesticides and fertilizers, 
using biodegradable products whenever possible, cleaning up pet wastes, not disposing of 
household wastes in the street, and fixing oil leaks in vehicles. Information about the disposal 
of household hazard waste, such as cooking oil, household batteries and chemicals, and other 
substances can be found online at pascocountyfl.net/475/Household-Hazardous-Waste.  

 
c. Related Discussion Questions: 

 
Q: What is stormwater pollution? 
A: Stormwater pollution occurs when debris makes its way into stormwater drains and into 
local bodies of water. 

 
Q: What are some of the negative impacts of pollution? 
A: Polluted water has a negative impact on wildlife, as wildlife depends on clean water to drink. 
Polluted water can even have an impact on recreational activities. An example is when 
beach areas are closed because of red tide -- a type of algae that thrives on the nutrients 
found in plant fertilizers. 

 
Q: What are some ways you can prevent stormwater pollution? 
A: Help prevent stormwater pollution by planting a variety of Florida-friendly plants, not 
littering, adjust downspouts, reducing fertilizer and chemical use in landscapes, and 
disposing of oils and similar products properly. 

https://www.pascocountyfl.net/475/Household-Hazardous-Waste


 

Water Conservation: 
 

a. Key Ideas: 
 

• There is a limited supply of fresh water on Earth. Water covers most (about 71%) 
of the Earth's surface, but only about 3% is freshwater. Of the freshwater, almost 
70% is frozen, locked away in ice caps & glaciers. A large portion of our 
freshwater is underground in storage areas called aquifers. 

• Wasteful use of water can be avoided by doing simple things like fixing leaks. 
• Changes in our habits can reduce water use. 
• Water on Earth is recycled over and over again. This recycling process is called a 

water cycle. 
• Recycling wastewater is an option for “stretching” limited water supplies. Wastewater 

plants can treat wastewater to near drinking water quality and recycle it for use for 
irrigation or for commercial uses.  Some area utilities are exploring the possibility of 
returning reclaimed (recycled) water to our underground water supplies for future 
use as a drinking water source. 

Static and interactive illustrations of the water cycle are available at: 

 
• https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/water-cycle-schools 
• https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/el-ciclo-del-agua-para-ni- os-water-cycle-

schools-spanish (static only) 
 

b. Background:  
 

To conserve water means to use it wisely and to not be wasteful. Conserving water is a very 
important part of making sure there is enough water to meet the needs of humans and of the 
environment. And, even though we might have enough fresh water available to meet our needs 
today, we also need to plan for the future. 
Every day, people in Florida and around the world use fresh water for drinking, cooking, bathing, 
farming, recreation, business and more.  Floridians use about 6.5 billion (65,000,000,000) gallons 
of water each day. It is estimated that the Tampa Bay area where we live will need 20 million gallons 
more water daily in about 20 years. 
We can take simple actions to save water and make a big difference.  Here are some examples: 

• Turn off the faucet when brushing your teeth, washing dishes or soaping your hands. 

• Take shorter showers. 

• Avoid using the toilet as a trash can for tissues and similar items. 

• Sweep walks and driveways rather than hosing them down. 
 

The Earth recycles water naturally via a process known as the water cycle – continually moving 
through an endless process using the sun to cause evaporation of surface water. The water cools, 
forms clouds and returns to Earth as rainwater, where it fills lakes, rivers, streams and the ocean or
 soaks into the ground the refill underground water storage areas known as aquifers. 

https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/water-cycle-schools
http://www.usgs.gov/media/images/el-ciclo-del-agua-para-ni-


 

 
Modern day wastewater treatment plants also recycle water, cleaning it to near drinking water 
standards. Once that wastewater is cleaned and ready for reuse, it can be used for irrigation and 
industrial processes, or it can be added to existing water sources by injecting it into underground 
water storage for future use (indirect potable reuse) or returning it directly to existing water sources 
for treatment as finished drinking water.  

  
c. Related Discussion Questions: 

 

 
• How much water is salty, fresh, and frozen? Illustrate or demonstrate the 

percentages. 
 

• Use a globe or map to identify oceans, fresh water areas, and areas where water 
may be stored as ice. Hone in to the Tampa Bay area to identify salt water areas, 
lakes and rivers. Briefly discuss the "lakes" that we see in many area residential 
areas. Those "lakes" are not truly natural lakes, the serve as stormwater storage 
areas to prevent flooding and reduce the amount of stormwater runoff that reaches 
our rivers, lakes and the Gulf of Mexico.  

 
• Discuss how they think the natural water cycle may be similar to or different than 

cleaning wastewater to near drinking water quality then returning it to underground 
water supplies for future use.  Both processes return “used” water to communities 
to be used again. One process (the water cycle) uses nature to recycle and clean 
and filter water to be used as a drinking water source. The other process 
(reclaimed water production) combines nature and technology to recycle and clean 
water for reuse. 

 
• Ask students to list all the things they do during the course of a typical day then 

imagine and discuss what it might be like to have less water available to them. 
 

• Ask students to identify one thing they might change about their water use habits 
that would reduce their water use without negatively affecting their day. 

 
Safety Around Water: 

 

• Key Ideas: 
• Water can cause accidents, such as burns, drowning or slips and falls. 
• Some water-related accidents cause serious injuries or death. 
• Using care can reduce risks around water. 

• Background 
 
 

 
 
 



 

b. Related Discussion Questions 
 

 
Q: Why is it important to be careful when using electric-powered devices around water? 
A: Because water contains salts and minerals that conducts electricity, or allows the 
electricity to move from one thing, such as cord, to another, which could result in electric 
shock. Also, stay out of the water during electrical storms -- lightning contains electricity. 

 
Q: What safety tips can we use around water to prevent drowning? 
A: Always swim with a friend or parent. If you get tired when swimming, get out of the water 
to rest for a bit. 

 
Q: What are some ways you and your family can help prevent water-related accidents in the 
home? 
A: Use care when boiling water on the stove, be sure to pick up ice if dropped and to wipe 
up water or other liquid spills.  
 

Poster Ideas: 
Teachers are encouraged to expand on one of the four main ideas for this year’s theme by developing a 
lesson plan around how water utilities contribute to public safety, the effects of water pollution, how 
utility the importance of conservation, and safety around water. 

 
For the contest, student’s poster designs should illustrate one of the four main ideas in order to remain 
competitive in the contest. We also encourage you and your class to take this a step further and come up 
with other creative poster ideas that relate to the topics but aren’t listed below. 

 
Below is a list of poster ideas as they relate to each main idea. These are simply meant to provide you 
with some guidance. Creative designs are highly encouraged as posters will show what students learned 
to their community! 

 
Main Idea 1: How Water Utilities Contribute to Public Safety 

• Drippy hooking up a fire hose to a fire hydrant. 
• Drippy helping to install a new fire hydrant on a street. 

Main Idea 2: Water Pollution 

• Drippy’s importance to the survival of animals, humans, and plants. 
• Preventing Drippy from getting polluted. 

Main Idea 3: The Importance of Water Conservation 

• Drippy/person checking for leaks. 
• Drippy showing ways to save water. 

Main Idea 4: Safety Around Water 

• Drippy swimming with a buddy. 
• Drippy helping at home to wipe up spilled water. 

 

 



 

Resources 
Please visit our website WaterContest.org for additional resources to assist you with teaching your class 
about topics related to this year's them, reinforce learning, and help students build their posters. 

 
Materials: All registered teachers will receive a packet with the following materials: 

 

• Stickers (Drippy) 
• (1) Coloring Sheet for copying (additional 

choices available on WaterContest.org) 
• Return Tags 
• Home Water Use Challenge Take Home 

Sheet for copying 
• ToteBag 
• Rubric 
• Return Form 

http://www.watercontest.org/
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