
 

 

Teaching Materials – 13th Annual Water Awareness Poster 

Contest 

Overview: 

Theme: Do Your Part, Be Water Smart! 

This year, students will learn how water is provided to their community, the effects of water pollution, and 

how utility companies help protect and care for water. Additionally, students will learn about the 

importance of conservation and how they can encourage others to conserve, too!  

Example of a winning poster from our 12th annual program (2020-2021). Theme: “The Power of Water!”  

This year’s theme has four main ideas:  

1. How Water is Provided to the Community/Water Cycle 

2. Water Pollution 

3. How Utility Companies Protect, Care for, and Reuse Water 

4. The Importance of Conservation 

Main Ideas:  

How Water is Provided to the Community/Water Cycle: 

a. Key Ideas:  

 Where drinking water comes from, and how it is treated and distributed 

 How the water cycle works 

 Why clean water is important  

 



 

 

 

b.  Related Discussion Questions:  

 

            Q: How does the water cycle work?  

A: Heat from the Sun causes water to evaporate from bodies of water. When water 

evaporates, it changes into water vapor. As the water vapor travels higher and higher into 

the sky, the cool air from the atmosphere causes the water vapor to turn back into liquid 

water, creating what we know as clouds. Once a cloud becomes full of water, it returns to 

the Earth in the form of precipitation.  

 

Q: Where does water come from, and how does it get to your home?  

A:  Our drinking (and bathing) water comes from an aquifer. Water from an aquifer is 

pumped to a Water Treatment Plant where it gets cleaned and treated before being 

distributed into a community through a series of pipes.  

 

Q: Why is clean water important?  

A: We do not get more water, and plants, animals, and humans all depend on clean water to 

be healthy and survive.  

Water Pollution: 

a. Key Ideas: 

 Definition of water pollution (specifically groundwater and stormwater)  

 Negative effects of pollution  

 Ideas for preventing stormwater and groundwater pollution  

 

b. Related Discussion Questions:  

 

Q: What is groundwater pollution, and stormwater pollution? 

A: Groundwater pollution occurs when contaminants such as motor oil and fertilizers seep into 

the ground and has the ability to reenter aquifers/groundwater. Stormwater pollution occurs 

when debris makes its way into stormwater drains and into local bodies of water.    

 

Q: What are some of the negative impacts of pollution? 

A: Polluted water has a negative impact on wildlife, as wildlife depends on clean water to drink. 

Polluted water can even have an impact on recreational activities.   

 

Q: What are some ways you can prevent groundwater and stormwater pollution?  

A: Help prevent groundwater pollution by properly disposing of chemicals and cleaning up pet 

waste. Help prevent stormwater pollution by planting a variety of Florida-friendly plants, not 

littering, adjust downspouts, etc.  

   

 

 



 

 

How Utility Companies Protect, Care for, and Reuse Water: 

a. Key Ideas: 

 We work with scientist to measure water levels 

 Utility companies help protect and care for water by utilizing reclaimed water 

 

b. Related Discussion Questions 

 

Q: How do utility companies help protect and care for water? 

A: They work with scientist to determine water levels. This helps to ensure we are not pumping 

water faster than it can be replaced by nature.   

 

Q: What is another way utility companies help protect and care for water?   

A: Some utility companies utilize reclaimed water which allows us to use water a second time 

before it is returned to nature. This extends the life of water, in turn putting less demand on 

aquifers. 

 

Q: What are some ways you can use reclaimed water? 

A: Irrigation (for lawns/landscaping), farms (reclaimed water is safe for most plants and crops, 

but not all!), and decorative ponds and fountains 

The Importance of Conservation: 

a. Key Ideas:  

 Why water is important 

 Why we should be mindful of our water consumption 

 Landscaping can help conserve water 

 

b. Related Discussion Questions 

 

Q: Why is freshwater important? 

A: Because plants, animals, and humans all depend on water to be healthy and survive. 

 

Q: Why should we be mindful of our water consumption? 

A: We have a limited supply of freshwater. 

 

Q: What are some ways you and your family can help to conserve water? 

A: Landscape with Florida Friendly plants, and be mindful of water usage (shorter showers, 

check for leaks, etc.).  

 

 

 



 

 

Poster Ideas: 

Teachers are encouraged to expand on one of the four main ideas for this year’s theme by developing a 

lesson plan around how water is provided to their community, the effects of water pollution, how utility 

companies help protect and care for water, or the importance of conservation.  

For the contest, student’s poster designs should illustrate one of the four main ideas in order to remain 

competitive in the contest. We also encourage you and your class to take this a step further and come up 

with other creative poster ideas that relate to the topics but aren’t listed below. 

Below is a list of poster ideas as they relate to each main idea. These are simply meant to provide you with 

some guidance. Creative designs are highly encouraged as posters will show what students learned to 

their community! 

Main Idea 1: How Water is Provided to the Community/Water Cycle 

• Drippy traveling from the aquifer and all the way to a home, business, school, etc. 

• Drippy in the water cycle. 

 

Main Idea 2: Water Pollution 

• Drippy’s importance to the survival of animals, humans, and plants. 

• Preventing Drippy from getting polluted. 

 

Main Idea 3: How Utility Companies Protect, Care for, and Reuse Water 

• Amie Ba and the reclaimed water process at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

• How reused water helps alleviate demand on aquifers, and some uses for reclaimed water.  

 

Main Idea 4: The Importance of Conservation 

• Drippy/person checking for leaks. 

• Illustrate ways you can save water  

Resources 

Please visit our website WaterContest.org for additional resources to assist you with teaching your class 

about topics related to this year’s theme, reinforce learning, and help students build their posters.  

Materials: All registering teachers will receive a packet with the following materials:  

• Stickers (Drippy/Amie Ba) 

• Blank Student Labels 

• (1) Coloring Sheet for copying (additional 

choices available on WaterContest.org) 

• Return Tags 

• Tote Bag 

• Rubric 

• Return Form 

 

 

Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact Patti Clark at (727) 

372-0115 ext 1024, or by email at info@watercontest.org. 

http://www.watercontest.org/
http://www.watercontest.org/
mailto:info@watercontest.org

