
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
10th Annual Water Awareness Poster Contest 

Be a water hero! 
 This year’s theme will focus on how we can all be water heroes! The idea behind this 
contest is for students to learn about each of these, and then decide on what they would like 
to submit for a poster design. We have 3 missions to accomplish so we may be the best 
water heroes for Pasco County:  

• Mission 1: Conservation 
• Mission 2. Education 
• Mission 3: Act! Put knowledge in Action 

 
 

Mission 1: Conservation 

• Key Ideas: 
o Every living thing benefits from protecting our water resources.   
o We can make a difference in Pasco County by making water-wise 

decisions.  
o Pollution can affect every living thing.  

• Related Discussion Questions:  
o Who and what benefits from protecting our water? 

• Everyone and Everything 
o What can we do to protect our water resources? 

• Use water wisely.  Don’t pollute.  Think before you flush.  
Appreciate Nature.  Leave only footprints. 

• Potential Poster Concepts 
o Illustration of pollution vs. conservation 
o Poster with slogan related to wasteful water use.  
o Illustration of wise water use.  

Mission 2: Education 

• Key Ideas:  
o There is a limited amount of freshwater on Earth.  
o Water goes through a never-ending process called the Water Cycle.  
o Water utilities have a responsibility to provide safe drinking water.  

• Related Discussion Questions: 



 

o What is the process of evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and 
infiltration? 

• The Water Cycle 
o What is the name of the water source deep below ground where Drippy 

and water stay until a well sucks him up? 
• The Aquifer 

o What color are reclaimed water pipes?  
• Purple 

• Potential Poster Concepts:  
o Illustration of the Water Cycle 
o Drippy fighting germs so people can have safe drinking water.  
o Illustration of how much water is available to drink on Earth.  

Mission 3: Act! Put knowledge in Action 

• Key Ideas:  
o Water is a key factor in many of our day to day activities.   
o Water is used to make everyday items and foods.  
o Use your new-found knowledge to teach others how to live a water wise 

life!  
• Related Discussion Questions:  

o What are a few household activities that involve water?  
• Laundry, dishes, cooking, gardening, baths/showers, washing 

cars, flushing toilets, swimming pools 
o What can you do to use less water?  

• Recycle paper, take short showers, check for leaks routinely, 
don’t let water run when you are washing dishes or a car.  

• Potential Poster Concepts 
o Slogan about how useful water is in everyday activities. 
o Illustration of ways to save water and wise water decisions.  
o Slogan about how we can share our knowledge.   

Entries 

Submitted entries must meet the following criteria to be eligible for judging: 

• Poster is designed on 11” x 14” poster-size paper 
• Contains a completed label with each student’s information 
• Contain a “Drippy” or “Amie Ba” sticker 
• One entry per student 

Labels and stickers will be provided via mail after the applicant registers. Please note that 
only one entry will be accepted per student. Additional entries and group entries will be 
disqualified. Please avoid setting this up as a group activity within your class. 



 

 

Content 

Posters should display original ideas that reflect the current year’s theme of the program. 
Students are encouraged to use large lettering, bold colors, and heavy lines that will be 
easily visible from a distance. Reproductions of the winning posters will be put on public 
display. Any poster that is not suitable for public display will be disqualified. 

Acceptable Media 

• Crayons 
• Water Color 
• Poster Paint 
• Markers 
• Ink 
• Cut Paper 
• Colored Pencils 

Non-Acceptable Media 

• 3-D pieces (anything that couldn’t be scanned). 
• Copyrighted materials, such as popular cartoons. 
• Offensive or distasteful content 

A rubric has been included in each teacher packet to help you and your students gauge the 
quality of work. 

How to Participate 

In order to participate, be sure to complete a registration form on our website. Please be 
sure to complete the pre and post-contest survey so we can properly evaluate the program’s 
efficacy (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMLMH7W).  Once you’ve registered, packets 
will be mailed directly to you with materials for you and your class. While you’re waiting for 
these materials, we recommend checking out the teaching resources on this website to 
build a lesson plan. Also, be sure to check our website for updates and cool prizes that will 
be announced during the program. 

Once you receive your packet of materials, you’re ready to begin building your 
posters. Your materials will include stickers that can be used on the posters, worksheets to 
assist you with teaching the topic, a rubric to assist you and your class with the poster 
design, and labels for when the posters are ready to be returned. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMLMH7W


 

 

Once the posters are completed, be sure to return them to us by the deadline Monday, April 
1st, 2019. Last, but not least, be sure to come back to this website and submit a roster for 
your class. 

Things You’ll Need 

• Packet materials (This will be mailed to you via School District Mail Service) 
• 11” x 14” poster-size paper or similar size for each student 
• Crayons, markers, colored pencils, or other drawing utensils 
• Class roster of all students participating 
• List of any students who have been opted out of media releases 

Helpful Tips 

• Use the rubric to your advantage. 
• Remember that group projects don’t get prizes – set it up as an individual exercise. 
• Return ALL posters – even incomplete ones get recognized. 
• Be sure to focus on the theme and main ideas when having the students draw. 
• Use the labels provided when returning your posters. 
• Worksheets don’t need to be returned. 

 

Presentations 

 
 

• Teachers have an option to request FGUA or Pasco County Utilities staff to come and 
speak to their class when they complete the online registration form. These presentations 
can be used as a way to expand upon your existing lesson plan and discuss topics related 
to the theme for this year’s program. An applicant’s interest in a presentation will not 
impact the judging in the contest in any way and is strictly optional. 

 
 



 

• While we try our best to accommodate as many schools as possible with this piece of the 
program, we cannot guarantee that every request for a presentation will be fulfilled. 
Requests are typically prioritized by class-size and staff availability on a first-come, first-
serve basis. If you indicated an interest in a presentation and our staff have availability, 
someone will contact you separately to schedule the presentation. 

• Presentation requests will be fulfilled up until the submission deadline on Monday, April 
1st, 2019. 

• If a representative is unable to provide an in-person presentation we encourage all 
educators to access the project PowerPoint developed for the presentation and use it for 
a teacher proctored presentation.  

 

Returning Posters 

• Posters should be returned by District courier no later than Monday, April 1st, 2019 in 
order to allow ample time for processing for preliminary and final judging. Posters should 
be clipped together with a completed return form (included in your packet) and sent 
through the courier service with attention to: 

• Pasco County Schools, Communications Department, Attn: Debbie 
Hebert – FGUA/Pasco County Utilities Poster Contest  

• In addition, it is very important that we receive a class roster for your class before we can 
process your posters. Rosters should be attached and submitted with the posters when 
taken to the District Office. The roster should indicate any student who has been opted 
out of a media release since the FGUA and Pasco County Utilities will be publishing the 
names of any winners, images taken, and artwork submitted in a variety of media 
platforms. Additionally, representatives will be coming back to the schools to 
congratulate any winners and present them with prizes. 

• For private schools or home schools that are participating, please mail your posters 
directly to the FGUA Pasco Office. The mailing address is: FGUA c/o: Patti Clark, FGUA 
Community S Service Assistant, 6915 Perrine Ranch Road, New Port Richey, FL 34655. 

• Please be sure to complete the pre and post-contest survey so we can properly evaluate 
the program’s efficacy.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMLMH7W 
 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KMLMH7W


 

Poster Judging and Contest Results 

 

 
Returned posters that meet the requirements of the program will go through several rounds 
of judging in April. Judges will evaluate each submission based on the rubric. From there, the 
finalists from each grade level will proceed to the Final Judging Panel that will consist of 
FGUA and Pasco County Utilities senior management, and guest judges from local non-
profits. The Final Judging Panel will select the first, second, and third place winner from each 
grade level, as well as honorable mentions. 

Check back on this website to find information about the winners and updates throughout 
the program under our News section. If any of your students were selected for first, second, 
or third place for their grade level, we’ll be contacting you to setup an award presentation. 
Depending upon meeting schedules and availability, winning students and their parents will 
be invited to be recognized by the Board of County Commissioners of Pasco County. The 
winning posters will be on display for the entire month of May at the West Pasco 
Government Center and East Pasco Government Center. Teachers and parents are 
encouraged to visit the display to see the displayed posters. 

Deadlines 

Registration deadline: Monday, March 11th, 2019 
Education Presentations: February-March 2019 
Last Day to Mail Posters/Complete Online Form: Monday, April 1st, 2019 
Other Important Time Frames: 
Final Judging: April 2019 
Winners Announced: May 2019 
Award Presentations and Posters on Display: May 2019 

https://www.watercontest.org/teachers/contest-rules/news
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